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an American policy. But beyond the stark, material
considerations of hemisphere defence they could sec
now that the American dream w^s not so different
in essentials from the British aspiration to be free;
and in the shadow of impending tyranny free peoples
drew together.

This process was vastly facilitated by the ascen-
dancy of Mr. Churchill. When his lively figure
replaced the unresponsive Chamberlain, Anglo-
American communications improved perceptibly.
After all, he was Anglo-American himself. Here
was a phenomenon with which Americans could
sympathise. His vivid utterance, his combativeness*
his political resilience, and above all his long cam-
paign against the Nazis were elements in his career
that roused friendly echoes on the further side of
the Atlantic. Like the President's, his ruling passion
was the Navy; and like another Roosevelt, he had
started life as a Rough Rider and was capable of
* bull-moose * campaigns of solitary vehemence in
the teeth of party orthodoxy. They always liked a
fighter; and with Mr. Churchill at the helm they
seemed to see the British Empire take its coat off
to the fight.

That was the key to the immense and practical
Increase of American assistance which followed his
accession. They could understand his easy-going
statement, when he abandoned diplomatic ceremony
in order to announce that " those two great organi-
sations of the English-speaking democracies, the
British Empire and the United States, will have to
be somewhat mixed up together in some of their
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